24                THE    HAPPY    ISLES

"You have entertained me as an angel/ sai
Jesper to his new friends.

And in return the pastor did all he could for hi
flock. To the widow and children of the forme
minister he gave half his small income and the us
of his fields and meadows.

'Nor do I lose anything by doing this/ he saic
'for I am sure that more blessings come by th
prayers of widows and the fatherless than from th
largest pastorate/

These country people were very simple-mindec
A Story is told of a great preacher who was sent t<
them some years before Jesper's time. After servic
was over, he asked the people how they liked hitx
They all kept silence.

'I see you do not like me/ he said, "and so I wi
not remain. I was sent by my bishop, or I shoul
not have come/

Whereupon an old grey-bearded peasant aros
and said:                                                             '

' Thank God, sir, you have a beard. You sha!
be welcome/                                                       ;

'What do you mean by my having a beard?
asked the astonished chaplain.

'They said you were a child/ answered the ol<
man, 'but this is no congregation of children. Go*
be praised you have a beard. You shall be welcorr^

After Jesper had preached some months at